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REVIEWS OF BOOKS: 


Monthly Supplement to “Ghe Builder.” 


Books. | 


Norman Architecture in Cornwall. By 


Epmunp H.Szppine. Pp. 464. (London: | 


Ward & Co. and B. T. Batsford ; Truro: | 

Pollard. 1909. 7s. 6d.) 
ApraovcH the subject-matter of these in- 
teresting pages is, as the chief title indicates, | 
a description of the Norman work in the 
churches of Cornwall, it includes also a 
description of work of later date in the | 
various churches, and notes on some of the 
manor-houses; it forms, in fact, a very 
valuable collection of notes made by an 
architect from personal visits and observa- 
tion in one of the most interesting districts, | 
architecturally, of the British Isles. Some | 
idea of the amount of information given may 
be drawn from the Tists of churches, manor- | 
houses, and castles gtven at the beginning of | 
the work ; 246 of the first, forty-six of the | 





labour, and the author is to be congratulated 


| 


on the production of a book which, although | 


| modest in dimensions, must have a place | 
} among the standard works of reference of the 


county and subject with which it deals. 


| saints, and their origin and symbols, and at 
| the end is an excellent map of the — 


One curious oversight is to be note 


| the author cites the carved capitals in the 


the special needs of Australia. This we 
have no doubt is true; the climate and 
building materials available are different 
from those of either England or America ; 


| and the requirements of life, business, and 
A chapter is devoted to a list of old Cornish | 


| 
| 


nave of St. Just as proofs that it was not | 
impossible to execute somewhat elaborate | 
carving in granite. In fact, though the | 


arcade (as noted in our article “From a 


| free-stone capitals and the granite capitals, 


| outer walls at St. Just are granite, the nave | 


habit no doubt differ, as he says, from those 
of the old civilisation of lands of ancient 
settlement. 

The book appears to be an eminently 
sensible and practical one throughout. 
The author begins at the beginning, with 
instructions for the use of drawing materials 
and the method of representing work by 
drawings, and proceeds to describe the 


| requirements for different classes of houses, 
Corner of Cornwall,’ September 26, 1908) | 
is built in Caen stone. We drew attention | 
at the time to the difference between these | 


| 
| 


chopped rather than carved, in the neigh- | 
| of timber than we are accustomed to in 


bouring church of St. Buryans. 


second, and five of the third. Of the | Australian Architecture : A Technical Manual 


churches 200 are noticed, and given in | 
alphabetical order, which renders reference | 
to any particular one an easy matter. 

The illustrations are partly from photo- | 
graphs, partly from drawings by the author ; | 
a large number of these latter are measured, | 
or have dimensions given on them, and | 
include several ground-plans of the churches, | 
showing the extent of the earlier and later | 
work, and in some instances elevations of 
arcades, doorways, etc. The finest example, | 
and the largest in scale, is perhaps the | 
Church of St. Germans, with its massive 
western towers flanking a gable with three 
Norman lancets over a rich doorway of 
seven orders. Other beautiful doorways 
are given from Kilkhampton, Morwenstowe, 
and St. Anthony in Roseland, and plainer 
ones at Landewednack, Liskeard, Manaccan, 
St. Martins by Looe, and Tintagel. among | 
others. | 

The majority, however, of the illustrations | 
are of fonts that, in so many districts other | 
than Cornwall, have survived often the | 
total destruction of the earlier church, and | 
its rebuilding at a later date. 

Perhaps the most striking are chiefly of | 
two .ypes; (1) those with a square bowl and | 
columns at the angles, as in the example, 
of which we here reproduce the illustration | 
with the permission of the publishers, at | 
Egloshayle, and of which other examples | 
occur at St. Gemys, St. Madron, and Poughill | 
(with a double row of arcading) ; and (2) those | 
with bowls of square and circular form with | 
angle columns having grotesque heads at | 
the top, and a great variety of carving on the 
bow] itself, chiefly foliage and “‘ monsters ’”— | 
supposed to represent the evil spirits | 
exorcised by baptism. There are, however, 
as a glance through these pages will show, | 
other varieties, and Mr. Nedding, in the | 
glossary given at the end of the book, divides | 
the fonts into five types, giving examples of | 
each and their probable order in point of 
date. The vigour of the early carving is 
well given in the author’s drawings, particu- | 
larly in Plate LXXXIII. (the font at 
Lanreath), Plate LIT. (Fowey), and Plates | 
XXX. and XXXI. of the font at St. Cubert. | 
in future editions it would be well for the | 
illustrations of Tintagel to be placed opposite | 
the pages to which they refer : the letterpress 
gins at page 382; the illustrations, with 

1¢ exception of that of the“font, are between 
pages 375 and 379, in which other churches | 
are described. The work, however, gives | 
ample proof of cent | 

a large amount of patient ' 


| 
| 





for all those engaged in Architectural and 

Building Work. By Roperr J. Happon, 

Architect. Pp. 538. (Melbourne, Sydney, 

o— and Brisbane : Geo. Robertson & 
0.) 


THis is a general treatise on architecture, 


written by an Australian architect for 
Australians ; the first book of the kind, as 
we gather, that has been published in 
Australia. The author, who is a Fellow 
of the Institute of British Architects, as 
well as of the Victorian and South Australian 
Institutes, justifies the work by the remark 
in his preface that the technical books 
from England and America do not cater for 





and for banks, churches, and other buildings. 
Much of the advice given is universally 
applicable. In regard to houses, the points 
which have local significance, in house-build- 
ing, seem to lie chiefly in a larger employment 


England, and in a considerable preponderance 
of one-story houses, even in some of those 
of a large size, which is natural in a country 
where there is still plenty of open land for 
building sites. The plans and illustrations 
are drawn by the author, and in every case he 
gives the points of the compass for the house 
plans. An example which seems to belong 
specially to the country is “ A Bush Cottage, 
Built in Timber.” This seems to be intended 
as what we should call in England “ a week- 
end cottage,” with some special provisions 
against heat and possible shortness of water, 
Australia being, as is generally known, a 
country short in natural water supply, so 
that in the bathroom it is noted that, to save 
water, “a tray bath is fitted with a shower 
fed from outside tanks.” It might™be well 
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to remember, in some districts in England 
where water supply is apt to run short in 
dry seasons, that a shower-bath gives the 
same amount of cleansing with much less 
water than is used for a plunge bath. The 
description of the construction is :— 

“The windows are mostly casements, of red 
Californian pine timber, oiled, the glass being in 
smal] clear panes, leaded in. 

The outside weather boards are of jarrah, allowed 
to go grey. The roof is of corrugated iron, and is 
well ventilated with louvred ventilators, the ceiling 
being covered with nonconducting pugging. The 
inside finishings are entirely in native timbers, 
plainly treated, and finished with oiled and wax- 
polished surfaces.” 

In regard to workmen’s homes, the author 
speaks with appreciation of what has been 
done in England to provide sanitary and 
comfortable blocks of “‘ model cottages ”’ ; 
he does rot mention France, where (in Paris 
at least) this class of building is attracting 
much attention at present, and where they 
succeed much better than we have generally 
succeeded in rendering this class of erection 
architecturally pleasing and attractive. But 
in regard to Australia the author says that the 
system of collective dwellings in large building 
blocks has not found much favour, and that 
the tendency has rather been to cheapen the 
means of communication so as to induce the 
working classes to seek the more open lands 
for their dwellings. And in a new and 
comparatively open country this is un- 
doubtedly the best policy. Our great 
blocks of artisans’ dwellings are not an ideal 
solution of the problem ; they are an effort 
to make the best of difficult conditions. 

A class of building probably peculiar to 
Australia’ is illustrated in the plans and 
sections of ‘“‘ A Shearing Shed for Shearing 
20,000 sheep.” The plan is in the shape of an 
inverted J. On each side of the base of 
the | are the pens for sheep, and in the 
middle is the shearing-floor for sixteen 
shearers, to which the sheep are driven up an 
inclined way from the pens ; the shank of the 
| is the wool-room for sorting, weighing, etc., 
the floor on the same level as the shearing- 
floor. 

The second half of the book is occupied 
with details of construction in brick, masonry, 
ferro-concrete, woodwork, which do _ not 
appear to differ much from what are 
usual in England. Slating seems to be 
largely used for roof-covering, though all the 
slate has to be imported, from Wales, 
America, or the continent of Europe. In 
describing the punching of the slates for nails, 
the author omits to draw attention to the 
position of the holes and the reason for it ; 
they are shown in the diagram, however. 

Some of the designs for houses are very 
pleasing ; others of the designs, especially 
some for churches, would not come up to the 
standard of English architecture of the 
present day, but one can hardly expect this 
in a country which has as yet no artistic 
or architectural traditions. One is reminded 
of this by the recommendation, in the 
introductory chapter, to study and copy 
book examples of the ancient styles, where 
it is added : “‘ In the old world, such studies 
should be conducted side by side with the 
taking of measurements, and actually plot- 
ting and drawing to scale portions of good old 
examples; but in Australia, 
impossible, recourse should be had to the very 
best buildings here existent”; a sentence 
which brings home to us the gulf which 
separates the position of the architect in a 
new country, with no architectural past, 
from that of the architect who has before him, 
constantly, or within easy reach, the monu- 
ments of some of the greatest periods of 
architecture. 

The author does not appear to suggest 
anything like an ambition to evolve an 
Australian style, the outgrowth of the con- 
ditions special to the country, and hence the 
title ‘“ Australian Architecture” is hardly 
quite suitable (though no doubt a very good 
title from an Australian publisher’s point of 
view) ; it should rather have been, perhaps, 
“Architecture for Australian Architects.” 


But the author has produced ‘an eminently ; 


this being’ 
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sensible and practical book, which we hope 
will meet in the Australian colonies with the 
success it deserves. 





The Baronial and Ecclesiastical Antiquities 
of Scotland. By R. W. Briiurnes. Parts 
XII. to XVI. (Edinburgh: T. N. Foulis. 
1909. 1s. per Part.) 

Five more parts of this interesting reprint of 

Billings’s well-known work have been issued. 

They contain his very interesting series of 

illustrations of the cathedral at Glasgow, the 

beautiful church at Haddington, and the 
chapel attached to Holyrood Palace. The 
domestic work includes Heriot’s Hospital, 

Edinburgh, Innes House, and Huntly Castle. 

There are also illustrations and descriptive 

letterpress of the cathedrals at Kirkwall 

and Jona, the abbey churches of Jed- 
burgh, Kelso, Lincluden, and Kilwinning, 
the churches at Linlithgow and Leuchars, 
and among domestic examples’ the 
palace at Linlithgow and the castles at 
Kildrummie and Kilravock. The illustra- 
tions are uniformly well reproduced, and 
this further instalment emphasises the value 
that the work will have when completed, 
not only for the beauty of the buildings 
themselves, but as bringing the work within 

reach of those for whom the possession of a 

copy of the original is not possible. 





Reinforced Concrete Diagrams. By G. S&%. 
Coleman, A.M.Inst.C.E. (London : Crosby 
Lockwood & Son. 1908.) 

Tus book consists essentially of three plates 

with explanatory matter and numerical 

examples, all the diagrams being based upon 
the formule issued by the Joint Committee 
on Reinforced Concrete of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. The main diagram in 
Plate I. gives the value of the total safe load 
in pounds for rectangular beams and slabs of 
various spans, the beam width being taken 
at the unit of 1 in. Only tension reinforce- 
ment is considered, and the percentage of 
steel is that representing the theoretical 
“economic ”’ proportion of metal. For other 
percentages it is necessary to apply figures 
taken from a second diagram. A third dia- 
gram in the same plate relates to the stress 
tending to cause rupture of the adhesion 
between the concrete and the reinforcement. 

Three similar diagrams in Plate II. are 
intended for the design of tee-shaped beams 
of specified proportions. These diagrams 
are necessarily of somewhat limited utility 
in consequence of the wide limits possible, 
and sometimes requisite, in the proportionate 
dimensions of tee-beams. 

The third plate represents the ultimate 
loads for columns reinforced by longitudinal 
bars only, the values being much lower than 
those actually obtaining, since the effect of 
judiciously-applied transverse reinforcement 
is to increase the breaking strain of reinforced 
concrete columns very considerably. 





Reinforced Concrete Construction. By W. 
NoBLE TWELVETREES, M.I.Mech.E., 
A.M.I.E.E., Author of Concrete-Steel 
Buildings, etc. (London: ‘‘The Local 
Government Officer.” 1909.) 

Mr. TWELVETREES, who is well known for 

his works on concrete-steel construction, 

must be congratulated on his success in 
compressing into this pamphlet of fifty 
pages so much useful information on the 
subject. The pamphlet consists of four 
chapters, the first of which deals with the 
theory of beams and columns and the 
properties of concrete and steel. Chapter II. 
contains formule for calculating the strength 
of single and continuous concrete beams 
and slabs with different kinds of steel 
reinforcement ; and Chapter III. contains 
formule for columns. The fourth chapter, 
on “ Practical Construction,” occupies one- 
third of the book, and deals fully but tersely 
with the materials employed and the tests 
to be applied ; the moulds and centring for 
columns, beams, floors, and walls; the 
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methods of securing reinforcement in position 
and of depositing the concrete ; the removal 
of the moulds and centring ; the provision 
to be made for pipes of various kinds, ete, . 
and other details. Engineers and architects 
will find it a most useful book on a high} 

technical subject. y 





Concrete. Its Uses in Building from Founda. 
tions to Finish. By Tuomas Porrgp 
Third Edition, revised and enlarged. 
Pp. 324, (London: B. T. Batsford. 1908 
7s. 6d.) 

Since the second edition of this book Was 

published in 1891 a marked development hag 

taken place in the use of concrete, and man 

new methods of employing that material 
have been introduced. Hence there ig no 
lack of justification for the present. issue. 

The book contains much interesting and 

useful matter, written in a plain and straight. 

forward way, and illustrated in a manner that 
leaves little to be desired. The first chapter 
traces the history and application of concrete 
from early times, and elsewhere the considera. 


.tion of several branches of concrete work 


is briefly prefaced by historical references, 
While not attempting anything in the nature 
of mathematical or scientific treatment, 
the author has collected a large number of 
really useful facts relative to the constitution 
and employment of plain and_ reinforced 
concrete in building construction, and in its 
present form the volume forms a welcome 
addition to the growing literature on the 
subject. 





Portland Cement. By A. ©. Davis, F.CS,, 
Assoc.Inst.C.E. Second Edition, revised 
and enlarged. (London: Woodford, 
Faweett, & Co. 1909. 15s.) 

ORIGINALLY published in the form of articles 

to the Stone Trades Journal, the subject-matter 

of this second edition has been rewritten and 
brought up to date by more recent informa- 
tion relative to the production and exami- 
nation of Portland cement, the author having 
also added a description of the most recent 
labour-saving devices and apparatus for 
cement-testing. Mr. Davis possesses the 
double qualification of being at once a 
qualified chemist and the manager of an 
important cement undertaking. Therefore, 
as our readers may anticipate, his scientific 
tendencies are reasonably tempered and 
qualified by experience of a kind not pos- 
sessed by some writers on Portland cement. 

The volume is concluded with reprints of the 

British, American, German, and French 

standard specifications, which will be found 

very convenient for purposes of reference. 





Reinforced Concrete in Europe. By ALBERT 
Lapp Cosy, M.Am.Soc.C.E. Pp. 252. 
(Easton, Pa.: The Chemical Publishing 
Company. London: Williams & Norgate. 
1909. 14s.) 

THE author has taken an immense amount 

of trouble in collecting information concerning 

reinforced concrete practice. The report now 
published is in no sense of the word a treatise, 
but deserves commendation as an admirable 
guide to the practice adopted by leading 
engineers and authorities in the chief 
European countries. 





The Concrete Institute; Transactions and 
Notes. Vol. I.; part 3. (London: The 
Concrete Institute. 1909.) a 

Tue present part of the Transactions 8 
mainly devoted to the paper read in May 
last by Mr. H. K. G. Bamber, F.C-S., on the 
setting of Portland cement. a contribution 
which was the occasion of a lengthy and 
instructive discussion. 





British Rainfall, 1908. By Huan Rosset 
MILL. Pr 304. geek Edward Stan- 
ford. 1909. 10s.) ; 

Anotuer volume on the distribution of ran 

in space and time over the British Isles, 

embodying the records of more than 4, 
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concerning the rainfall during the 
or 1908. This vig a forty-eighth > Se 
ee of the British Rainfall Association ; 
and in addition to the data mentioned it 
contains several articles upon different 
pranches of meteorological work. 





The Building M echanics’ Ready Reference. 
Cement Workers’ and Plasterers’ Edition. 
By H. B. RicHey, Superintendent of 
Construction, U.S. Public Buildings. 
(New York : John Wiley & Sons. London : 
Chapman & Hall, Ltd. 1908.) 

Ix view of the greatly increased employment 
of cement in modern building construction, 
this handbook should be generally welcomed 
by architects, as well as by the class to which 
it is primarily addressed. The author deals 
clearly and concisely with various cements, 
and their uses in the form of mortar and 
concrete. In a succeeding chapter the sub- 
ject of reinforced concrete is taken up from 
the standpoint of the worker in actual con- 
struction, who will find many hints of prac- 
tical utility. The surface treatment of con- 
crete, the preparation and application of 
concrete building blocks, and the superin- 
tendence of concrete construction, are among 
other noteworthy contents of the book, 
which we thoroughly recommend to our 
readers. 





Handbook on Tacheometrical Surveys. By 
(. Xypis, C.E. (Paris). (London: E.& F.N. 
Spon. 1909.) 

As an introduction to the study of tacheo- 
metrical surveying this book should be of 
serivce to those about to take up the subject. 
After explaining the objects and elements 
of tacheometry the author describes the 
details of traversing field work, and after- 
wards considers a method for the survey of 
estates and wide tracts of country, the work 
being concluded by a series of tables and 
diagrams, the latter as well as those in the 
body of the work being admirably drawn 
and printed. 





The Practical Management of Sewage- 
disposal Works. By W. C. Easpatez, 
MS.E., M.R.San.I. Pp. 54. (London: 
= Sanitary Publishing Company. 1909. 
8. 

Mr. Easpatx has had many years’ experience 
in the design and management of sewage- 
disposal works, and in this little book of 
fifty-six pages he gives a good deal of 
valuable information on the subject. The 
book is intended mainly for the use of 
persons in charge of small installations, and 
does not profess to deal with the large works 
of towns and cities. It is perhaps for this 
reason that nothing is said about chemical 
precipitation. The various parts of a system 
of bacterial purification — grit-chambers, 
tanks, contact-beds, and cou.iinuous filters, 
sludge and humus pits, finishing filters, 
ete—are described, and many useful hints 
on their management are given. Persons 
in charge of such works will find the book 
very helpful, and it is not without value 
to engineers, architects, and estate agents. 


——+---—___ 


MAGAZINES AND REVIEWS. 


Tue Burlington Magazine contains two 
specially architectural articles. One of 
these is on “The Influence of Ducerceau on 
French Renaissance Furniture,” with illus- 
trations of some articles of furniture known 
or believed to be his design. They are of 
interest, but are in a bad and tawdry taste. 
a Tavenor-Perry’s article on “The 

ampanili of St. Peter's, Rome,” is of 
real interest ; campanili which do not exist 
ut were intended by Maderno, and one of 
Ms “a Was actually erected under the super- 
ntendence of Bernini, and destroyed a few 
years wide for some reason which 

-avenor-Perry says cannot now be 
ee. It may have been personal 

Mosity against Bernini. At all [events 
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it seems to have been completed in 1641 
and demolished in 1646. An illustration of 
it is given, we are not told from what source. 
That it to some degree suggested Wren’s 
very superior campaniles to St. Paul’s, 
as the writer of the article supposes, is not 
at all improbable. The squareness and 
heaviness of the facade of St. Peter’s would 
certainly have been much relieved by these 
additions, and the fact that they were 
intended suggests rather a different idea 
of Maderno’s scheme than is_ generally 
entertained. 

The Architectural Record (New York) 
contains a well-written and thoughtful 
article by Mr. W. R. Ware on “ Drawing, 
Designing, and Thinking,” with some sugges- 
tive remarks on the relation between 
drawings, models, and the executed building ; 
and the points in which both drawings and 
models may be misleading as to the ultimate 
result. Mr. F. Lees contributes an article 
on “Some XVIth and XVIIth Century 
Parisian Mansions,’ some of them still 
existing though in a rather desolate con- 
dition; others, which have disappeared, 
being illustrated from old engravings. 

The Architektonische Rundschau contains 
an article on and numerous illustrations of 
the new Rathhaus at Rixdorf, a building on a 
very large irregular plan, and with a general 
appearance which may be described as 
medizval with modern detail. It is certainly 
picturesque—perhaps a little too osten- 
tatiously so. 

Mr. Kenneth Bell’s second and (we pre- 
sume) concluding article in the Cornhill on 
** Architecture in English History” is 
better than the first. It deals with English 
architecture after the decay of Gothic; 
and the part which Inigo Jones and Wren 
played in this chapter of English archi- 
tecture is admirably summed up. We quote 
a portion of his remarks in regard to the 
former :— 

‘* He controlled, centralised, disciplined, and stimu- 
lated the whole building art of Britain. The 
Banqueting Hall, to say nothing of the magnifi- 
cent project of which it is but a partial fulfilment, 
is an indication that architecture was to be re- 
deemed from ‘domesticity.’ A greater current of 
national energy and effort was flowing back into 
it; it Wag again to express a portion of the national 
consciousness; the genre of the Elizabethan age 
was to be superseded by the advent of a ‘grand 
style.’ Inigo Jones’s work is, above all, in no sense 
picturesque; it never relies on adventitious orna- 
ment and setting for its claim to be considered 
architecture, but on those essentially architectural 
qualities of dignity and symmetry. Nothing is more 
fatal to architecture than to be treated from the 
point of view of the artist. The architect's work 
must be pre-eminently a building, not a picture.”’ 

The Antiquary is an interesting number. 
Mr. W. Martin contributes the first part of 
** A Study of Early Map-Views of London ” ; 
those drawings in which the attempt is made 
to combine pictorial effect with the repre- 
sentation of plan, and in which naturally the 
accuracy of the plan is often made to bend 
to the requirements of pictorial representa- 
tion. He analyses the methods employed, 
and the degree of confidence which may be 
placed in these attempted representations 
of fact under a double aspect. Dr. Cossio’s 
article on “‘ Leonardo da Vinci, a Precursor 
of Aviation,” comes in opportunely at the 
present moment. He quotes at the end 
Leonardo’s prophetic words—“ The great 
bird will make its first flight filling 
the world with stupor—filling with his fame 
all the books, and eternal glory to the nest 
where he was born.” Curious to think that 
this was written 400 years ago. The 
prophecy has been fulfilled, but whether for 
the real benefit of mankind remains to be 
seen. The number also contains a reprint 
of Professor Bosanquet’s article “ Excava- 
tions in Roman Wales,” with illustrations, 
and the first part of an article by Messrs. 
W. G. Collins and T. C. Cantrill, on “ Solis- 
bury Hill Camp, near Bath,” with a plan 
anu sections. 

In the Nineteenth Century is an article 
in French, by M. André Beaunier, on “ L’ Art 
Francais Contemporain.” Itis areactionary 
pessimistic article, very much exaggerated 
and not at all fair to the best work of the 
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writer’s own countrymen, but contains some 
truth, and it is at all events refreshing 
to come across a writer on art who can 
recognise that Rodin is a much over-rated 
person, pushed by his admirers into the 
position of a kind of sham Michelangelo. 

In an article in the National Review on 
“Modern French Pictures in England,” 
Mr. W. Roberts has collected a good deal 
of interesting statistical information in 
regard to the progress in England of the 
taste for the purchase and exhibition of 
French pictures in London. The article 
is not critical, it is a summary of facts, 
but is in that sense a useful record, and a 
good deal of pains must have been spent 
in collecting the material for it. 

In the Century Mrs. Pennell writes in her 
usual picturesque style about the church 
or cathedral of St. Etienne at Bourges, 
illustrated by Mr. Pennell, whose drawing 
of the west portal is in his best manner as 
respects style and effect, though the gable 
over the centre portal is not quite in true 
perspective. ‘‘ The World’s Greatest Aque- 
duct,” written by Mr. Douglass Flinn, 
engineer to the Board of Water Supply, 
New York City, is not any one of the Roman 
aqueducts, but the new one in progress 
to bring water from the Catskill Mountains 
to New York. It appears to be a remarkable 
piece of work. The article is illustrated by 
views, a map, and constructional sections. 

In Harper Mr. Geil’s concluding article 
on the Great Wall of China includes among 
its illustrations a drawing of a very inter- 
esting .and primitive cantilever bridge at 
Ch’ang Hou—the cantilevers formed by 
what appear to be trunks of trees sticking 
out from the bank, each protruding farther 
out than the one beneath it. Mr. Abbey’s 
illustrations to ‘Antony and Cleopatra,” 
accompanying a critical article on the pl~y, 
as usual do not rise to the subject; his 
Cleopatra is very weak. He has illustrated 
Shakspeare finely in some of his pictures, 
but in these smaller black-and-white illus- 
trations he is somewhat commonplace. 

In Scribner Mr. Montgomery Schuyler 
deals with ‘The Evolution of the Sky- 
scraper.” He gives a series of illustrations 
of the gradual development of the sky- 
scraper, which he regards as suggested 
and rendered practicable by the — great 
American development of what are there 
called ‘‘ Elevators.”’ The list of illustrated 
buildings culminates in Messrs. Lebrun & 
Son’s ‘‘ Metropolitan ”’ building, 700 ft. 3 in. 
from the side-walk to the finial. It is 
treated architecturally as a campanile, 
with a short square spire at the top. Among 
the earlier buildings the double block of the 
West-street building, New York, by Mr. 
Cass Gilbert,reminds one rather curiously 
of Borthwick Castle, on of course a much 
larger scale. “From Rothenburg to the 
Danube,” by Mr. Everett Warner, is illus- 
trated by some charming sketches of old 
buildings by the author. 

In the Pall Mall Magazine Mr. C. J. L. 
Clarke gives an interesting description of 
“The Wolf and its Keepers”; not the 
animal, but the Wolf lighthouse, 18 
miles from Penzance, built on a rocky 
platform where the Atlantic swell is so 
persistent that access can only be obtained 
to the lighthouse by being swung up from 
a boat in the loop of a rope attached to a 
crane above. The article is illustrated by 
photographs, and gives a good deal of infor- 
mation as to the practical working of a 
lighthouse. 

Concrete and Constructicnal Engineering 
now appears as a monthly magazine. In 
view of the rapidly-increasing employment 
of concrete and reinforced concrete, the 
more frequent publication of this journal 
will probably be appreciated. The present 
number contains very little in the way of 
original articles, although the professional 
reader will find, as usual, a useful collection 
of details relative to construction in this 
country and abroad, and reports of various 
papers contributed to technical societies. 
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